
DJTA Board Meeting Minutes      14 February 2013 

3rd Street Squash Courts 

Attendees:  Jon Molster, Erin Twombly, Nashwa Darwish, Shaun Hayton, Miriam Blair, John Paul, Jim 

Carswell 

 

Code of Conduct 

• DTA has a document which specifies rules/code of conduct.  It would be helpful to use this for 

consistency between the two groups (see pages 2-4 of this document). 

• Jon recommends posting additional ITF and USTA links on the DJTA website to view more 

complete rules.  

Budget & Membership 

• Treasurer presented the budget and it was approved by all members in attendance. 

• 270+ members as of today 

• We will request that Coach Rick update the parent emails and share that information with Rao 

so he can update the distribution list on the website (perhaps Coach Rick can do this?). 

 Next meeting 

• There are reasons for and against meeting during the evenings as well as on tournament 

weekends.  We agreed to alternate a tournament lunchtime meeting with an evening meeting 

on a monthly basis.  Next meeting to be held Sunday, March 3 at 6:30 at the Hills Tennis 

Clubhouse.  April’s meeting will be on Thursday, April 25 during the tournament lunch break. 

Ladder Day: Tabled until next meeting 

New Registration Format 

• Email board members the new proposal and ask that people reply with their vote to try it out or 

not.  It is important to get the perspective of Taoufik, the Group Coaching Coordinator. Set up a 

meeting with coaches to get their feedback.   

Other Business 

• It might be helpful to have next year’s Open Tournament in January or February because there 

are fewer outside tournaments. 

• March tournament will be held Thursday and Friday March 14-15. 

• Tournament directors need to be identified for the rest of the year. 

 



 

 THE ETIQUETTE RULES OF TENNIS 

Rules governing the equipment, court dimensions and match play of tennis are set forth clearly 
and expansively by the International Tennis Federation, with various additions or modifications 
made by various federations and organizations holding competitions. Rules governing the 
behavior of players, however, are not set in stone. For this reason, the U.S. Tennis Association 
created its "Friend at Court" publication to help players behave in a more sportsmanlike manner. 

As well as the written Rules and Code there is something called Etiquette which exists to help 
everyone enjoy playing the game. Sportsmanship, consideration, and politeness have been part 
of the tennis since the beginning of time, and you could do a lot worse than to read the following 
points to bring you into the mindset of social tennis players: 

• Talk quietly if you are near tennis courts that are in use. 

• Do not walk behind a court during an active point. Pass as quickly as possible after a point 
has finished. 

• Do not disturb people on your court until after their time is up. 

• Wear proper tennis shoes with a non-marking sole. Other shoes may wear out quickly, hurt 
your feet, or damage or mark the court. 

• Before starting to play, ensure any equipment you are not using (spare rackets, clothing, 
drinks, etc.) are out of the way. 

• Often a ball from another court will end up on your court. To return a ball simply roll it safely 
to the back of the court and not direct to a player unless he/she requests it. 

• Tennis balls will end up scattered over the court during play, so you should retrieve balls for 
your partner and your opponent to keep the game flowing. 

• Do not criticize your partner or opponent, be positive and offer encouragement instead. 

• Line calls can be hard to see from the other side of the court so you must call your own 
lines, ensuring your opponent can hear you. A ball that touches any part of the line is good, 
so you don't have to say anything, but you could say "Yes!" as an acknowledgement. 

• Always respect the line calls of your opponent because they are nearer the ball. 

• If you have a disagreement with your opponent, offer a let. This means you replay the point 
whether it's a first or second serve. 
 

Respect 

One of the tenets of good tennis etiquette is that you respect your opponent and partners. Do not criticize 
your partner or opponent, be positive and offer encouragement instead. For example, during the warm-
up, you should place your shots in such a way that it allows your opponent to warm up, rather than 
practicing your winning shots. 

Body Language 

Tennis can be a frustrating game especially when you or your partner are not getting serves in 
or not hitting your shots, but try to remain upbeat and happy. Your opponent and/or doubles 



partner doesn't want to be playing tennis with someone who is miserable so cheer up! You are 
more likely to play better tennis if you are calm, relaxed, focused, and in a positive frame of 
mind. 

 

Score Keeping  

The server is required to announce the score at the start of each game, and also at the start of the 
second point and each point that follows in each game.  It is then up to the receiver if he cannot hear the 
server's score announcement to ask the server to speak louder. It is too late to correct any scoring errors 
once one player believes he/she has won the game!  

Calls on Yourself 

If the ball touches you or anything you wear or carry before it lands, you must alert your opponent and 
concede the point. If your opponent cannot make a call and asks for your opinion, you must make the 
correct call if you saw the ball land, even if the call is against you. You may change your call from out to in 
during a point, and replay the point, if you put your ball in play after you made the erroneous call. 
However, if the shot you put in play was a weak sitter that would have resulted in your opponent winning 
the point, you should acknowledge that and concede the point. 

Out Serves 

If a serve is obviously out, you should let it roll back to the fence or hit it into the net. Practicing your 
return on long serves causes a delay for the server to begin his next serve and is also considered a form 
of gamesmanship. 

When in Doubt 

Even when you are fairly certain a ball landed out, but aren't 100 percent sure, you must call it good. If 
any part of the ball touches the line, the shot is good. If you cannot see distance between the ball and the 
line, you must give the point to your opponent. 

Returning Balls 

After a game that results in players switching sides, the player who is receiving should bring any balls on 
his side of the net and hand them to the opponent at the net. It is discourteous to leave balls on the court 
for the server to pick up. 

Abuse 

Throwing your racket, swearing, hitting balls away from an opponent or taunting are forms of verbal and 
equipment abuse and are not tolerated. Any equipment abuse directed at an opponent (such as hitting a 
ball at or throwing a racket toward a player) is immediate grounds for default. 



Questioning Line Calls 

Always respect the line calls of your opponent because he is nearer than you.  During a tennis match, you 
must give your opponent the benefit of the doubt on all calls. If you are 99 percent sure your opponent's 
shot was out, you must give your opponent the point. You may only question an opponent's call once, for 
verification; never argue a call.  If you feel your opponent has made a bad call, you may ask the 
opponent, once, if they were sure, or by how much the ball was out. You may not argue, refuse to play or 
categorically state that calls are bad. 

Serving Time 

While the rules provide for 20 seconds from the time a point ends until the next point is to begin, the 
receiver must play to the reasonable pace of the server (about 10 to 12 seconds) if the server is ready. 
You may not use the time in between points to regain condition (rest or catch your breath). 

 


